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indulgence, really do, in most cases, "believe that they
are offending Grod, Doubtless, they do not think that
they are offending him in ' such a degree as very
seriously to endanger their salvation. Their reliance
on his mercy prevails over their dread of his resent-
ment ; affording an exemplification of the remark
already made, that the unavoidable uncertainty of
religious penalties makes them feeble as a deterring
motive. They are so, even in the case of acts which
human opinion condemns : much more, with those to
which it is indulgent. What mankind think venial,
it is hardly ever supposed that Grod looks upon in a
serious light: at least by those who feel in themselves
any inclination, to practise it.

I do not for a moment think of denying that there
are states of mind in which the idea of religious
punishment acts with the most overwhelming force.
In hypochondriacal disease, and in those with whom,
from great disappointments or other moral causes, the
thoughts and imagination have assumed an habitually
melancholy complexion, that topic, falling in with the
pre-existing tendency of the mind, supplies images
well fitted to drive the unfortunate sufferer even to
madness. Often, during a temporary state of depres-
sion, these ideas take such a hold of the xnind as to
give a permanent turn to the character; being the
most common case of what, in sectarian phraseology,
is called conversion. But if the depressed state ceases